












Business & Economy

Stronghold of the telecommuni-
cations and business consulting 
industries, city of fashion, fair 
center, advertising metropolis – 
the city of Düsseldorf has many 
names, and they all fit. Düssel-
dorf is one of the leading inter-
national commercial and service 
provider centers in Europe and 
is among Germany’s largest ban-
king and stock exchange cities.

A highly developed infrastruc-
ture and sophisticated economic 
facilities make the city extremely 
attractive to investors. Around 
5000 international businesses are 
located here, among them 450 Ja-
panese companies, giving the city 
yet another name – Japanese City 
on the Rhine. The 6500 Japanese 
living here make Düsseldorf the 
third largest Japanese community 
in Europe. 

Düsseldorf is truly a vibrant 
city at the center of an equally 
vibrant region. Some 30 million 
people live within a radius of 90 
miles (150 km).

The Rhine-Ruhr region is 
Germany’s major commercial 
center. Many of Germany’s 
leading corporations have chosen 
this area for conducting business 
under optimal conditions. The 
chemical giant Henkel produces 
in the south of Düsseldorf. The 
chemical and pharmaceutical 
group Bayer is based in Lever-
kusen. The name ThyssenKrupp, 
with its iron and steel works, is 
still inseparably associated with 
the Ruhr. The energy industry 
and trade with global players like 
E.ON, RWE, or Metro are also 
strongly represented with their 
headquarters. 

Cultural diversity extends 
throughout the entire region 
around Düsseldorf. Take a trip in 
time just a stone’s throw to the 
east of Düsseldorf International 
where the Neanderthals lived 
30,000 years ago. A few kilome-
ters south of Düsseldorf is the 
city of Cologne, its symbol, the 
Cologne Cathedral visible from 
afar. The Villa Hügel, residence 
of the Krupp family and world 
cultural heritage site Zollverein 
mine testify to the mining and 
heavy industry of the past and 
at the same time to the restruc-
turing towards culture and 
gastronomy. 

Düsseldorf itself has an enor-
mous repertoire of sightseeing, 
theater, opera, concerts, muse-
ums, major sporting and other 
events to offer. The mixture of 
elegant and modern features 
in the metropolis on the Rhine 
is reflected not only in the 
Düsseldorf way of life, but in the 
tourist highlights the city offers 
its guests as well. 

Düsseldorf’s showcase is the 
sophisticated Königsallee, or “Kö”, 
a luxurious shopping avenue 
comparable with the Champs-
Elysées in Paris or 5th Avenue in 
New York. Going along the Rhine 
promenade, made famous by the 
spectacular FIS cross-country 
skiing championship, you reach 
the MediaHarbour, symbol of mo-
dern Düsseldorf right next to the 
quaint old city. This district was 
restructured during the course 
of urban development and has 
many architectural masterpieces 
as for example the famous Gehry 
buildings. 

The name “ArtCityDüsseldorf” 
encompasses renowned museums 
such as the Kunstsammlung Nor-
drhein Westfalen with buildings 
K20 und K21, focusing on 20th 
and 21st century art. 

Just as every season is marked by 
certain weather, the seasons in 
turn mark the festivities in Düs-
seldorf. During the cold months, 
the Christmas Market transforms 
the city center into a winter 
wonderland. Not to mention the 
so-called “5th season” – Carnival. 
When the colorful parades and 
masquerades hit the city, all of 
Düsseldorf celebrates and gathers 
at the longest bar in the world.  
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